
  FLY   PAPER    

               November  2015                   
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Looking  Upstream 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

November 19th  WVFF    General   Meeting  
 

Eagles  Lodge   
    

Wet Fly Time    5:45 pm  

Dinner               6:30 pm      

Club Business    7:00 pm 

Program            7:15 pm 
 

Program  -  Fly fishing for Smallmouth  Bass 

David P. Williams from the Seattle area will do a program on He has recently completed a book on the 

subject and I hear his presentation is a good one. He is a writing instructor, media presenter, fly fisherman 

and soccer referee. He has published hundreds of feature articles in national and regional magazines. He 

wrote on real estate law and fly-fishing for the seattlepi.com, formerly Washington's oldest newspaper. He 

started fishing before he started kindergarten and spends time tossing flies anywhere there are fish. 

Williams has caught mackinaw in a September Wyoming mountain snowstorm, tricked Firehole River 

brown trout, hooked all five Pacific salmon species on a fly, done battle with "Mississippi steelhead," (thatôs 

carp to those in the know) and worn out his wrist on Yakima River smallmouth. His book Fly Fishing for 

Western Smallmouth (Stackpole Books) hit the market July, 2014. 

He is Secretary and newsletter editor of the Washington State Council Federation of Fly Fishers, a member 
of the Northwest Fly Anglers, WDFW Inland Fish Policy Advisory Group and Manufacturers and Retailers 
Advisory Group. Heôs a past Washington Wildlife and Recreation Coalition board member and a 
Washington Teeming with Wildlife Steering Committee member.  



 

Salmonfest  Thanks      by Bruce Merighi 

Salmon Fest was another success for the club this year.  A small but determined group of volunteers 

represented your club in yeoman fashion.  Gary presented a living entomological display (with critters he 

and Rob netted from the Icicle that morning) that captivated the youth and elders alike. The rest of our 

motley crew provided fly tying lessons to the curious juveniles up for the challenge of tying their first fly.  

The children departed with their personally tied flies with a smile and a new fishing route illuminated.  It 

was heartening to hear more than a few children comment that ñDad ties flies at home or Mom showed me 

the flies that she tied and now Iôm making one just like hers.ò  Well, kind of like Momsé But the reason for 

doing all this catching, coordinating, tying and talking is that you never know where the spark for fly fishing 

will be struck.  

    

        

      

Iôm looking forward to helping with this event again next year and want to thank the crew that made this a 

reality for a multitude of curious adults and happy kids.  Kudos to Rob, Gary, Al, Rene, Ralph and Dan. 



WVFF   Oct. 15th   Meeting High Points 
 

For the complete minutes, please see our Website 

Guests; 
 Mike Wert and Shirley Ward were introduced by members. 

Business: 
Steve Harvey - President: 

¶ Reminded members that the club is still seeking a Vice President.   

¶ Announced the February Sportsmanôs Show ñkiddie fly tyingò session in addition to 
the tying demonstration program offered in previous years.   

¶ Noted the organizers of the effort to buy the Peshastin Mill Site are holding a potluck 
in the Icicle Ridge Winery October 24th.   

¶ He also noted the board was looking into places for the annual banquet and received 
comments from members. 

Al Smith ï Treasurer:   

¶ $18,000 in the bank 

¶ Rat Lake is being rehabilitated on the 19th.   
Tom Whiteside ï Outings  

¶ Discussed the timing and location of an outing on the Yakima. 
Rob Winters - Past President:   

¶ Department of Fish and Wildlife planned to hold a hearing on fish and game 
management policy at the Confluence Technology Center on October 20th. 

Fishing Updates: 

¶ Gil Biles noted walleye fishing was currently good at Banks Lake and OôSullivan 
Reservoir.   

¶ Tom Whiteside commented on low water conditions and new facilities he encountered 
at Dry Falls. 

¶ A member noted trolled flies were working well at Fish Lake.   
Program: 

Gary Anderson introduced Brian OôKeefeôs presentation on fly fishing Central Oregon.   
 

Meeting adjourned at 8:50 pm.   

 

The Peshastin Mill Waterfront  

Campaign Update 
A regional effort is under way to acquire 14 acres (more than 3/4 mile of Wenatchee River shoreline) at 
the former Peshastin Mill Site just west of the town of Peshastin. Once purchased, it will be owned by the 
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife and preserve public access for fishing, hiking, cross country 
skiing, and other low-impact recreational use.   This property is currently for sale by the Port of Chelan 
County for $475,000.  Over $165,000 has been donated as of this fundraiser at the winery. The goal is to 
keep this stretch of shoreline accessible to the public. If the property is sold for private development, it is 
likely public access to this section of the river will be lost forever.      

 



 

 

                            The 14 A is the wooded property on the far bank, from road to water. Peshastin is ¼ mile downstream. 

Any donated amount is gladly accepted, but if you really want to step up,   JOIN THE 500 CLUB!        
500 people, $500 each    that will get them/us almost to the goal.   500 Club Members will get a pewter 
pin, site recognition, and satisfaction of knowing they helped preserve the Wenatchee River waterfront 
for generations to come.  Voice your support and please make a donation today!  To donate by mail, 
please send our check to:  Trout Unlimited - Peshastin Mill  PO Box 7400   Woolly Bugger, WV 25438   
To donate by phone 1-800-834-2419   9:00-5:00    Trout Unlimited, Inc. is a 501(c)3 charitable 
organization and your donation is tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.  Trout Unlimited pledges to 
use your funds as you direct, including the use of up to 15 percent of the entire gift to fund the important 
support services provided by the larger organization to the initiative you are generously supporting. 

Munchen Haus on Monday, November 16 from 5pm-close, and the Munch 
will donate 25% of sales to the "Save the Wenatchee River Waterfront" campaign! 

Can eating brats and drinking locally-crafted beers help save the Wenatchee River waterfront? You bet 
they can! Come enjoy dinner and drinks.  Join the community effort underway to purchase and preserve 

this riverfront property for swimming, fishing, kayaking, floating, bird-watching, hiking, biking, and 
enjoying for generations to come!  Can't come to the Munchen Haus? Join the 500 Club!  We have just 
$250,000 left to raise, so we are looking for 500 people to donate $500 and help us finish the job. 500 

Club members get a beautiful pewter pin and their name in recognition down at the site!  (P.S. Donations 
of ANY size are welcome!)  Learn more and make your investment in the future today at   

www.savepeshastinmillwaterfront.org 

 

http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.savepeshastinmillwaterfront.org%2F&h=HAQEAHXFO&enc=AZNMvzBF0nkogf0oyORrh7T-4dvxAgz9FqxVZTi30GqCC-KlGF15yBZmW5plPa3hCDI&s=1


WDFW seeks support for Steelhead License Plate 

OLYMPIA ï A special license plate featuring a steelhead ï the official state fish of Washington ï could be an option 
for vehicle owners if a proposal for the new plate is approved by the state Legislature. 

The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) is proposing the plate to generate revenue that would be 
used to help support activities critical to conserving populations of native steelhead.  

In much of Washington, native steelhead are listed for protection under the federal Endangered Species Act. WDFW 
is currently taking several actions to restore those populations to sustainable levels, including measures that guide 
fisheries management, hatchery operations and habitat-restoration programs. 

Before the state Legislature can consider the proposal, state law requires WDFW to show that people intend to 
purchase at least 3,500 plates, which would be available for cars, motorcycles and trailers. 

ñThis is a great opportunity for people to show their appreciation for Washingtonôs native steelhead and to support 
efforts to help conserve these iconic fish,ò said Kelly Cunningham, deputy assistant director of WDFWôs Fish 
Program.  

People interested in purchasing steelhead plates can submit a signature and indicate the number of plates they 
would likely purchase on WDFWôs website at http://wdfw.wa.gov/license_plates/steelhead/. The website includes 
additional information on the proposal, as well as an image of the plate.  

Submitting a signature is not an obligation to buy a plate. 

Currently, the initial price of special wildlife-themed background plates ranges from $54 to $72 depending on the 
vehicle, in addition to the regular license fees. For more information, visit the Washington State Department of 
Licensing website at http://www.dol.wa.gov/.   November 6, 2015      Contact: Kelly Cunningham, (360) 902-2325 

WFWC Commission to consider proposed rules 
affecting wildlife interaction, sport fishing 

OLYMPIA ï The Washington Fish and Wildlife Commission will consider approving revisions to rules 
addressing sources of conflict between people and wildlife, such as wildlife damaging crops or harming 
livestock, at a meeting Nov. 13-14 in Olympia.   

The commission also will hold a public meeting on Puget Sound and Washington coast sport fishing rule 
proposals and consider land transactions in Asotin and Cowlitz counties.  

The commission, a nine-member panel that sets policy for the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 
(WDFW), will convene at 8 a.m. both days in Room 172 of the Natural Resources Building, 1111 
Washington St., on the state Capitol Campus. An agenda for the meeting is available at 
http://wdfw.wa.gov/commission/. 

WDFW is seeking a variety of changes rules relating to interactions between humans and wildlife such as 
deer, elk, cougars or wolves. These revisions, for example, address reporting and permit requirements for 
people dealing with a wildlife conflict. One proposal clarifies requirements for a crop or livestock producer 
to receive state compensation for losses caused by wildlife.  

A public hearing is scheduled Saturday on proposed sport fishing rule changes for freshwater areas of 
Puget Sound and the Washington coast. The changes cover fishing seasons, daily limits and other rules. 
The departmentôs North Coast Steelhead Advisory Group recently provided its recommendations for sport 
fishing rules protecting wild steelhead in several coastal rivers. Those recommendations include:   

http://wdfw.wa.gov/license_plates/steelhead/
http://www.dol.wa.gov/
http://wdfw.wa.gov/commission/


¶ Requiring the release of all wild steelhead and rainbow trout on select streams.  
¶ Limiting the use of bait to times and locations hatchery steelhead return.  
¶ Prohibiting fishing from floating devices equipped with internal combustion motors on all north coast 

rivers. 

To review and comment on the advisory group recommendations and proposed sport fishing rules, visit 
WDFW's webpage at http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/regulations/rule_proposals/. Comments will be accepted 
online through Nov. 12. 

Fishery managers recommended that 50 sport fishing rule proposals move forward for additional review. 
One of those is a proposal on the lower Columbia River that was held over from last year in order to 
coordinate with fishery managers in Oregon. 

In other business, the commission will consider proposals by the department to acquire 570 acres of 
riparian area near Merrill Lake in Cowlitz County and 2,061 acres of riparian and high meadow lands in 
Asotin County to protect habitat for fish and wildlife. 

WDFW fishery managers will provide a briefing on Grays Harbor and Puget Sound salmon runs and in-
season management actions. A public hearing on the topic is scheduled Friday afternoon.  

November 6, 2015  Contact: Commission Office, (360) 902-2267  

 

  
 

   
 

8 ball pram, bow and stern anchor set up, minus anchors and rope. This is a very stable and enjoyable 
pram to row     $ 400.00   or best offer!  

Contact   Member     Steve Olsen   670-1993 

http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/regulations/rule_proposals/
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Distributing the Flypaper electronically saved the club about $1K 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
The FLY PAPER is published monthly Sept ï June, by the Wenatchee Valley Fly Fishers   P. O. Box 

3687, Wenatchee, WA   98807-3687   WVFF is a federally registered 501 (c) (3) non-profit 
organization incorporated in WA.     

Members are encouraged to submit sale items, articles and pictures to:  bruce401@nwi.net    
 

 


